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/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ϧ tǳōƭƛŎ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
Purpose  

This Comprehensive Plan cannot be written, nor recommendations made without input from the 

people who live, work, and visit the Town of Smithtown.  Without valuable public input, this document 

will not accurately represent the wants and needs of Smithtown residents.   The Comprehensive Plan 

Team (H2M (lead), AKRF, and TimHaahs) is working hard to obtain ideas, opinions, feedback, and 

concerns from the public throughout the year and a half long Comprehensive Plan process using ñhigh 

touchò to ñhigh techò approaches, ranging from traditional workshops to online engagement.  This 

collaborative approach provides community insight on the future of Smithtown. 

Community Workshops 
A Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee comprised of Smithtown leaders is helping guide the 

Comprehensive Plan process. The Steering Committee, upon their first meeting in December 2018, 

believed input from each hamlet or community would benefit the Comprehensive Plan process.  

Therefore, the Town of Smithtown and the Comprehensive Plan Team planned six community 

workshops for each of the six hamlets/communities.   

The fourth public Community Workshop was for the St. James community, held on Wednesday March 

27, 2019 from 7pm to 9pm in the evening at St. James Elementary School in the Auditorium.  

Approximately 90 people attended the event. 

The Comprehensive Plan Team and Town of Smithtown has hosted several public Community 

Workshops and will have the last two hamlet-based workshop in Kings Park to complete the first 

phase of outreach efforts.  The last two workshops include: 

¶ Commack - Thursday, April 4, 7-9pm: Commack High School Student Learning Center 

¶ Kings Park - Thursday, April 11: Kings Park High School 
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The workshop began with an introduction from Jeff Janota of H2M Associates, the consultant 

preparing the Comprehensive Plan and head organizer of the event.  Erik DeLine and Nicole Venezia, 

planners from H2M, were also in attendance.  Also in attendance was Matt Carmody from AKRF, the 

transportation consultant, and Nan Chen from TimHaahs, the parking consultant.  

Upon sign-in, participants were given a Comprehensive 

Plan flyer and an orientation/room layout handout for the 

nightôs activities.  While waiting to sign-in participants were 

asked to indicate where they lived in St. James.  

Participants were then directed by team members to gather 

near the projector for a short introductory presentation.    

 

  

Above Left: Orientation Handout;  
Above Right: Comprehensive Plan Flyer 
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During the introduction, Jeff Janota (H2M) explained the Comprehensive Plan and the purposes of the 

nightôs workshop: 

1. To gain an understanding of St. James community issues through the eyes of residents. 

 

2. To promote the Comprehensive Plan public participation process by encouraging participants 

to be ambassadors to the Plan. 

 

Erik DeLine (H2M) then explained the projectôs website, 

www.PublicInput.com/Smithtown and encouraged 

participants to take the online survey in their free time.  

Erik also pointed out that the workshop included a 

survey table with hard copy surveys and laptops for 

online survey taking.  Approximately 10 surveys were 

completed throughout the night.  

Interactive Portion 

This interactive part of the workshop required workshop 

participants to join in conversation with the ñtopic tableò 

facilitators broken out into (1) Land Use,  

(2) Transportation, (3) Community Facilities, Open 

Space & Historic Preservation, and (4) Environment 

& Sustainability to express their opinions, ideas, ask 

questions, and state their concerns.  Each Topic Table 

was equipped with a handout for participants containing 

a 3-4 bulleted list of topics that could be discussed and 

a handful of guidance questions to help kickstart the brainstorming/interactive participation process. 

Each ñtopic tableò was facilitated by a Comprehensive Plan Team member.  A summary of issues 

resulting from the St. James community workshop (March 27th) is listed on the following pages.  

Bolded items indicate popular or repeated sentiments. 

http://www.publicinput.com/Smithtown
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1.   Land Use  

   
 
Land Use concerns include:  

Lake Ave Commercial Corridor 

¶ Develop theme for streetscape 

¶ Stop & Shop/King Kullen ï Needed 

¶ Beautification of streetscape 

needed 

¶ Provide 2 ½ story mixed use ï allow a 

mix of old & new 

¶ Alternative side parking should be 

required because narrowness of road 

¶ Parking in line of sight is a safety 

concern 

¶ Trucks entering and exiting off side 

streets present quality of life issues  

¶ Washington, 1st ave used as bypass 

¶ Narrow streets 

¶ Pocket parks and open space should 

be integrated into Lake Ave corridor 

¶ Promote nicer high quality apts that 

provide parking in rear,  

¶ Nuisance uses a concern (ex. LI 

industrial) that are not type of uses on 

a downtown location 

¶ Connectivity & safety ï 25A 

intersection, 

¶ Need for expansion of  train station 

parking full  

¶ Need affordable units for younger and 

older residents 

¶ Vacant building maintenance needed 

¶ Create ñtownyò feel, not too modern 

¶ Lake Ave. ï limit to 2 story? 

¶ Payment In Lieu of Taxes  

¶ Regulate accessory apartments, 

enforcement of violations 

¶ Building/fire requirements & type of 

development should be looked at  

¶ Railroad Ave. ï sidewalk and beautify 

- feels unsafe to walk, possible 

parking along,  

¶ Too dark on Lake Ave, pedestrian 

scale lighting needed 

¶ Restrict vape & massage parlors 

¶ Relocate utility poles along Lake 

Ave to property rear or 

underground 

¶ Irish Viking needs fixing up 

¶ Create design guidelines for 

downtown beautification 

¶ Too much superfluous signage, get rid 

of security gates 

¶ Need retail in downtown for people 

who donôt want to go to the mall 

¶ Sidewalk should be wider 
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2. Transportation 

  

 

 
Transportation concerns include: 

Vehicle Issues 

¶ 25A intersection 

¶ Deepwells, parking 

¶ EV stations (like at King Kullen & 

LIRR) 

¶ Do not want more trucks on 1st 

Ave. 

¶ put all-way stops at each block 

¶ Only park on one side, too narrow; 

need more off-street parking 

¶ want raised crosswalks to calm 

traffic 

¶ Used as cut thru from Stony Brook 

to LIE ï noisy trucks 

Transit Issues 

¶ Buses on Lake into Smithtown 

Village and Stony Brook 

¶ Electrify LIRR 

¶ LIRR station impact 

Bike & Pedestrian Issues 

¶ Sidewalk 

¶ Better bike and pedestrian access 

¶ Bring sidewalks up to ADA 

(pedestrian ramps, too narrow) 

¶ Pedestrian access to Deepwells 

Farm from downtown (through 

Head of Harbor along LIRR) 

¶ ñcyclists may take laneò signage 

when thereôs no shoulder, like on 

Main Street in Smithtown 

¶ Bike lanes at Rt. 111 to access Rt. 

347 bike lanes 

¶ Improve pedestrian safety, traffic 

calming at N. Country Rd & 

Moriches Rd. need sidewalks 

¶ Woodlawn Ave. ï sidewalks too 

narrow 

¶ Need sidewalks on Lake Ave. 

¶ Need ñyield to pedestrian signsò in 

cross walks 

¶ Eliminate parking on one and 

replace with bike lane  

¶ Sidewalks at constant elevation, 

use driveway treatment 

¶ Touring bikes should be directed to 

Lake Avenue for economic growth   

¶ Need bike infrastructure 

¶ Sidewalks and pedestrian gates at 

RR crossing at Lake Ave. 


